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OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTIUATES

30 Jamuary 1951
LILORANDOM OF INFORMATION MO, 15 '
PORs | National Estimates Board
SUBJECT: Summary of Recent Indications of Tmminent Hostilities

The following is a selective listing of reports received
since 1 December 1950 concerning observed or rumored Soviet and
Satellite actions that might have a bearing on the imminence of
hostilitles. MNost of the military information has been selected
from the G~2 Watch Committee's Report of Indications of Sovietw
Communist Intentions; the political and econemic reports have come
from various sources, The selection has been made primarily on the
basis of the possible significance of the reports rather than their
reliability, which is5 in many instances dubious. Ixcept where
explicitly indicated, no attempt has been made to evaluate the infor-
mation presented or {o draw any conclusions.
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1., There is evidencs of the reorganization and build-up of North Korean
forces, and of increasing activity by the Chinese Commmunist, Soviet and North
Kopeen air forces in the area around Korea, Although there has been limited
contact with eneny forces, there are mo rellabls indications Chinase Com-
mmist preparations to withdraw a portion of their forces from Korea. Soms
indications point to a lateral eastward movement of Chinese Commmist elements,
but enemy dispositions suggest that no large-scale operations are likely be-’
fore 1 February. Inemy Jot activity hes increased and jet training in Man-
churia indleates an Increase in ensuy jet capabilities,

Japan

- 2, Soviet propaganda has shown inoreasing concern over the possible re-
militarization of Japan, and has charged that the US is using Japanese troops
An the Far East, Accordinmg to unconfirmed reports, Japanese Commmists are
being instructed in gnerrilla warfare, There is evidence of new military
construction and the poasible arrival of additional Soviet troops in southern
Sakhalin, The development of air facilities at Shzmgh&i poses a possible
threat to the Ryukyus,

China
3. Recent developments in China include:
a. The general build-up of Chinese Communist offena:lve strength;

b. Defensive preparations, especially in lmmu'ia. in coestal areas
and in South Chinaj _

¢. Indications of preparations for an attack on the small Nationalist-
held islends off the southeast China coast;
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d. Indieations of renewed amphibious training, defensive preparations
and air activity in the vieinity of Formoea, suggesting the possi-
bility of an attack on Formosa later in the year. (Weather con-
ditions probably will not favor such an attack until early April.);

e, An increase in Soviet ground force advisers and technical personnel,
who are now estimated to mmber at least 10,000;

£, Increased air activity and the pogsible arrival of new aircraft
at flelds in the Fulden Provinces, and the presence of jet alrcraft
around Canton; _

g. Indications of military activity and a bulld-up of forces in the
area of Hong Kong, and extensive underground activity among Com-
mmist elements in Hong Kong, suggesting possible preparations
for an attack, '

h. Evidence in Chinese Commnist propaganda of an intent not only
to drive the UN forces from Korea, but to strike other blows against
"imperialist encirclement® 3 _

i. Statemsnts by Soviet Embassy persomnel in Peiping that the Soviet
Alr Force would help to defend Manchurda against UN air attacks,

Jo A statement by a Chinese Commnist offieial in ghcao that Soviet
subrarines will participate in the invasion of formosa. (There
have been fragmentary reports of Soviot submarins operations along
the South China coast, and of the establishment of a Soviet sub-
rmarine base on Hainan.) ' '

Indoehing

4. A mumber of reports indicate Chinese Commmist plans and military
preparations for msjor intervention in Indochina, Two recent reports state
that intervention 13 planned before the Chinese Commmist New Yenr (6 February).
Chinese Communist regular forces and large mmbers of "wolunteers" reportedly
are moving up to tho Indochina border., Viet Minh propaganda reflects an ex-
pectation of early Chinese Comminist military support., There are TUumors,
but no reliable evidence, that some Chinese Communist eombat units may already
be in Indochina. Reports persist that Viet Minh uniforms are being prepared
for Chinese "volunteers" and that a Joint Sino-Viet linh headquarters, with
Soviet advisors, has been established at Narming and is preparing plans for
Chinese intervention. '

Southeast Asia

5. Some reports indicate that Chinese Communists will soon provide mili-
tary aid to the Commmists in Burma, Chinese Commrid st propaganda attacks
on both Burma and lalaya are increasing, and include charges of the nistreat-

- ment of Chinese nationals by those countries, ‘Unconfirmed reports indicate
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the presence of Soviet obgcrvers at an airfield in rorthern Burma and the

construction of Chinese Commmnist defensive positions along the Burma fromtier.
There are reports of plans for a Communist-inspired coup in Thailand, '

Tibet

6, According to unconfirmed reports, an imvasion of Western Tibet from
Sinkisng iz now in progress,

EUROPE

[ e

Satellites

7. Polap

a, Since July the strength of the Polish armed forces (imcluding
security troops) has increased from 183,000 to 255,000,

b, The Polish Army is contiming to receive Soviet equipment, inolud.-
ing modern hewvy tanks and artillery'pia@as.

c. Airfleld comstructlion has been acceleratsd despite the winter

weather, and additional jet aircreft may be arriving. (Accord-
ing to one report, the Polish First Fighter Hegiment is %o be

equipped with jets.)
d. Frontler and Security fércea have been increased.
e, The rationing of gasoline has been ordersd,
8, Czeghoslovakis |

a. Securlty measures have been tightened and the activity of Western
diplomats curtalled,

b, A mumber of reports indicate the presence in Czechoslovakia of
Soviet larshal Fonev,

¢. Czech forces along the country's western borders have been incressed,
and there are reports of the call-up of some reserves.

d, The retioning of gasoline and oil has been ordered,

e. Since July the strength of the Czech armed forces (including sactﬁrity
troops) has increased from 132,000 to 147,000.

f. Commnist Party comtrol within the Czech Army has been increased.
g. The Czech medical profession has been placed under stete contyol.

- b
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10,

h,

There are reports that Czech commereial airways will be placed
under the Minigter of National Defense,

Furania

ORI LD

8o

b,

The rationing of petroleum products has been ordered.

Strategleally important highways in the eastern portion of the
country ere being improved,

Bungazy

a,

b,

Hungarian armed forces (including security troops) have been in-
creaged since July from 43,500 to 70,000, -

Fopty-two "JS* heavy tanks and 14 "JSU" self-propelled artillery

pieces have recently bheen observed in the possession of Hungarian
troops; and VA Budaspest now believes the Hungariana have at least
100 guch weapons. (Previously Poland was the only Satcllite be-

lieved %o poassess this type of heavy Sovistemade aquipment.)

Rationing of gasoline, sugar, and flour has been decreed.

There is unconfirmed evidence that jet ailreraft are poasibly being
assembled at a factory near Budapest.

The training of Hungarian Alr Force persunmel is being expanded,

Civilimn medical persomnel are recedving training in mﬁ.litax&
medieine,

A new decree orders the registration of all citizens, male and
female, over 18,

After 1 February all university students will receive militery
training.

The movement of forelgn diplometic persomnnel has becn drastically
restricted,

Hungary has formally protested to Yugoslavaia that viclations of
the Hungarian border have contimied, despite repeated warnings.

- Bulgeria

a,

According to unconfirmed reports soms Bulgarian units have moved
closer to the Turkish horder,

Fairly substantial Soviet gasoline shipmémts to Bulgaris and more
strict gasoline rationing in Bulgaria lezd to a etrong presumption

- b
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b,

c,

of stockpiling,

There are widespread rumors in Bulgaria that en sttack by Yugo-
slavia is imminemt, and in Yugoslavia both the general public
and high officials anparently fear an imminent attack by Bulgaria.

- Since July Bulgerian armed forces (ineluding security troopa)

have been increased from 137,500 to 188,500,

750 Soviet hoavy-duty military-type trutks have arrdved in Bul-
garia from the USSR, :

Albania

A sharp increase in the number of Soviet military and technieal
persomnel in Tirana has been reported,

There have been substantial Soviet shipments of gasoline to Albania, _
According to a Yugoslav official, unidertified submarines have

been sighted in the Adriatic and a fairly large Soviet submarine
base is being built in Albanis,

SGermany

8,

ee'

Since Ootober there has been an ineresse of about 30,000 in Soviet
occupation forces; :

Along the borders of the aoﬁthem part of the Soviet Zone, in
areas opposite the US Zone, Soviet troops ars apparently replacing
East German Alert Police; ‘

Various reports indicate that six old airfields are to be enlarged
by 15 lay. 1In view of difficulties created by bad weather, this
deadline suggests coneiderable urgency. ‘

According to unconfirmed roports, gas masks have been ordered
for the Eest German Police; '

At a recent meeting of high Soviet and Kast German officials,

it was stated that the East German Police will be "put in a posi-
tion to defand the peace”, will participete in joint maneuvers
with the Soviet Army im larch or Aprdl 1951, will be issued Soviate
type weapons by mid-February, and will be indoctrinated to fight
with the Soviet Union to "preserve peace”

The 'Soviet Cormander—in-Chief in Germany has approved plans for
the organization of East Gorman Police in tactical units,
= 6 =
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US military authorities in Germany estimate that the Alaxrt Police
can be organized to form a 15- to 18% cadre for twentyefour di-
visions, To fill these divisions the strength of the Alert Police

"would have to be increased fyom the present 50,000 to 250,000,

According to the US estimate, this goal could be met by the in-
clusion of thrse additional age groups in the Alert Police recrult-
ing program, (G-2, Woshington, estimates that, for the present,
Alert Police strength probably will not exceed 3 divisions or

8 regimental combat teams, A larger force would strain GDR man-
power resources.)

East German propaganda 1s following the Soviet line in express-
ing concern over the possible remilitarization of Western Germany.
Gerhart Eisler, Chief of the GDR Offlce of Information, stated

on 7 Jenvary that "remilitarization (of Vestern Ge means

wor Just as Hitlar meant war".

Soviet authorities have been attempting ‘o obtain a quantity of
fuel drums,

Rell construction around Berlin appears desigmed to reduce the
Soviet Zone'!s dependence upon West Berlin rail facilities,

Soviet authorities have cleared eivilians from & 3.kilometer strip
along parts of the border adjacent to the US and British zonass,
Soviet troops have moved into some of these evacuated areas.

Twenty percent of Soviet jet aircraft in Germany are on a 2/-~hour
alert, and the mmber of Soviet jete in Germwany is increasing.

Permonent~type AA installations are being constructed aroumnd Soviet
militazy air flelds in Germany. ‘

Soviet occup:tion forcea apparently are stockpiling food and other
supplies, -

L, Austrls

Soviet authorities have ordered the assembly of heavy-duty flat
carg in Vienna; )

The eastward movement of flat cars has been observed;
The USSR is attempting to obtain a quantity of fusl drums;

Gas moks have been iasusd to Soviet personnel and their depsndents
in Austria, (Unconfirmed)
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e e, Soviet authorities have been requisitioning and renovating air
£ raid shelters, in one of which they are reportedly storing annmmi
tion and beds.
15, Northern
According to recent rapor’tsz

a.' There has been a substantial increase in Soviet militery strength
along the Finnish border and around lurmensk. (Unconfirmed)

b, Fast German trawlors are conducting reconnaissance of Danigh and
Swedish ports,

¢. Some Soviet submarines have been moved from the Baltlic to the
Northern Fleet (Murmansk and Archangel), appaerently to gein more
ready access to open seas,

d. A Yugoslav official has said that two unidentified submarines.
. receantly obgerved in the Adriatie are believed to have beon Soviet.

USSR

16, The 2) January spaech of a high Commmnist FParty official, delivered
in the presence of Stalin and a number of Politburc menmbers, was devoted ane
tirely to an attack on the US. In contrast to earlier official Sovliet pro-
nouncemants, the speaker played down the prospect o¢f a US economic crisis
and the inevitability of capitalism'a downfall, and emphasized instead the
defcat of capitalism by military action. The speaker went on to reassure
his listenars that the USSR would emerge from a major conflict stronger than
before,

17, Various Soviet refugees arriving in Viemna report that Soviet admini-
strative departments are being decentralized as a defense measure, (These
" are the first reports of such a development and should be viewed with caution.)

18, The USSR has bluntly warned France and the UK that their particips-
tion in KATO violates their treaties with the USSR,

25X1 19, Soviet propeganda attacks on Yugoslavia have grown in intensity and
bitterneas,
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s a. Strengthen the curfew (in effect since Nov 50) at all military
bases, lmportant ports and in Soviet territory bordering Korea
and Chinaj

b, Begin air defense practice in these areas;

¢. Cancel all leaves for coviet militery personnel, and recall those
on leave; :

4. Disperee dependent and non-escential pargonnel from cities along
the Trans-Sib, Ry., and place greater restrictions on military
and defense industry installations located along the railway;

a, Enforce gimilar measures in the Port Arthur and Dalren areas.

21, Soina measures have been taken to forestall a US freeze of Soviet dollar
assets,

GENERAL

2. Soviet and Sovlat-controlled propaganda contirmes to indicate the
gravest concern Over the prospect of West Germany rearmanent and to imply
that this progrem 18 certain to lead to general war.

23, Several Soviat and Commnist officlals recently implied in private
gtatements that the USSR may take direct military action.

2),. Soviet-controlled propaganda has gone fer toward preparing the pooples
of the Soviet Orbit and Commmnists abroad for major war.

25, US Commnists are concentrating their afforts on key industriles easen—
tial to ths defonse program. ' '

264. TPor the past two months there has been heavy traffic of European Com-
mnist leaders to and from Moscow, poseibly to atternd briefings on impanding
Soviet moves or shifts in Commmist tactics.

. -27. There are 4ndications of preparstion for "direct action" by Come
mmists in Japan, Ttely, and the Philippines. Japansse Cormunists re

are organizing for guerrilla warfare, There is inereased activity in the
para-military cells of the Italian Party. A corps of trained Chinese Commmnist
commandos reportedly has been sent to the Philippines to organize & guerilla
force in support of the Huk movemeut, :

28, In early Deecuber thers were several instances of jamming of radio
traffic in the Buropean area. The US carrier "Coral Sea®, then in the weatern
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Nediterranean reported serious disruption of its radio commmications by
deliberate or’acc:ldental jamming. Near the same time weather broadcasts from
Malta and operational aircraft commmnications in Iceland encountered jamming.

29. Bitter ‘oviet and Satellite propagenda attacks against Yugoslavia
are contimuing, _
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